
WWP News & Media: Veteran Group Outings, Charity Events, Helping Vets

Injured Veterans Relieve Stress and Learn New Earth-Moving Skills
LAS VEGAS, April 6, 2018 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- Injured veterans and guests recently participated in a Wounded

Warrior Project® (WWP) connection event where they learned how to operate heavy-duty bulldozers and other construction

equipment.

Event participants climbed up into their bulldozer cabins and tested the controls of the incredible machines. Warriors gained

confidence as they moved obstacles and earth and made new friends during a sunny, stress-relieving afternoon.

"I've always wanted to learn how to operate heavy equipment, so when I saw this event in my email, I jumped at the chance to

go," said Army veteran Michael Slider. "I attended this event with my son Andrew for a little quality father-and-son time. My

favorite part was getting the feel for how to operate the equipment and having fun doing it!"

"I like to attend these events with other military veterans who can understand and know the struggle I have," Michael said. "I'm

not comfortable going out most of the time, so when I am able, I sign up for events with Wounded Warrior Project. Our family

has needs that make us struggle financially, so being able to get family time to enjoy, where everything is taken care of, means

a lot."

Isolation is one of the most significant struggles wounded warriors deal with after serving their country. It can be difficult knowing

how to overcome that challenge and rekindle bonds similar to those formed in the military.

"Wounded Warrior Project brings us warriors together to converse and socialize more than we normally would without these

events," said Navy veteran Thomas Piacente. "I'm very proud to be a warrior. And I enjoyed operating the huge excavator;

controlling such a large machine was an amazing experience."

WWP program gatherings offer settings that provide opportunities for injured veterans to form bonds with one another, their

families, and their communities. WWP also serves warriors by focusing on mental and physical health and wellness, financial

wellness, independence, government relations, and community relations and partnerships.

To learn and see more about how WWP's programs and services connect, serve, and empower wounded warriors, visit

our multimedia page.

For further information: Rob Louis - Public Relations, rlouis@woundedwarriorproject.org, 904.627.0432
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