WWP News & Media: Veteran Group Outings, Charity Events, Helping Vets

Veterans Tackle Unique Sport with Wounded Warrior Project
ANN ARBOR, Mich., Jan. 12, 2017 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- During a recent Wounded Warrior Project®
(WWP) outing, a group of injured veterans and family members tried their hands at the truly unique game of
Whirlyball. The gathering gave warriors a chance to connect with fellow service members and build support
networks that help with healthy recoveries.
"Attending events like this gives us that sense of camaraderie we lost when we left military service," said Army
veteran Jesse Babson. "For a few hours, we are back among that group of people where we can be ourselves. I
don't know where I would be without the support of Wounded Warrior Project."
For the game, the group was split in half, with each assigned to their own bumper car-like vehicles called
"Whirlybugs." Using scoops, each team tried to score a "Whirlic" by passing a plastic ball through a goal. Playing
the mashup sport was a first for most participants.
"It was definitely a unique experience," Jesse said. "That's what I love about Wounded Warrior Project – they
connect me with so many opportunities for things I would never have tried on my own. And it's fun to try these
new things with fellow veterans."
These connection activities support the long-term recovery needs of warriors by reintroducing them and their
families to the unique bonds experienced during military service. In a WWP survey of the injured warriors it
serves, more than half of survey respondents (51.7 percent) talked with fellow Operation Enduring Freedom,
Operation Iraqi Freedom, or Operation New Dawn veterans to address their mental health issues, and 29.6
percent expressed physical activity helps.
Staff members interacted with attendees during the game, advising them of additional services to assist in their
recovery processes. WWP programs assist injured veterans with mental health, physical health and wellness,
career and benefits counseling, and connecting with other warriors and their communities. Generous donors
make it possible for wounded warriors to take part in connection activities and benefit from program resources
at no cost to them.
To learn more about how WWP's programs and services are connecting, serving, and empowering wounded
warriors, visit https://newsroom.woundedwarriorproject.org/.
About Wounded Warrior Project
Wounded Warrior Project® (WWP) connects, serves, and empowers wounded warriors.
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